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MIAMI—In the living room of his
small stucco homwe, a private delec-
tive named Arthur J. Balletti spoke
guictly about a domestic surveillafice
b ke might have pulled for the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency. _

Balletti said he did not really know.
The surveillance. involving comedian
Dan Rowan. eccurred back in 1960
Some recorss of it have mysteviously
dizappeured. )

Rowaw's Las Vewas
was Lugged at that time. Dut Ealletu
said this was done by "Fred Harrig"
the apparent code name of a cowork-
or he cliimed he had mct for the first
time. Ballelti =aid it was Harris who
carricd all the electronic equipment.

Who ordered the job done on Row-
an, and why? Balletti said Robert A.
Mahcu, then a paid consultant 1o in-
dustrinlist Howard R. Tughes gave
tive order, bt that TieamBailetit—wis

- not told why, o

"Mahea v nnis have been the
piddieman” Balcthi said

Maheu. who was hird by the
Highes tigamiastion in 1970, declined
to tigeuss Balletti's statement. with a

v re’wrmr.

The Rowan inculeot, wineh i ex-

hotel room alsn

work for Maheu—checking the back-

_heu had given us”

. ¢checked inlo the Rivicra to bug Row-

" ' 10S ANGELES T
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pected to he probed by Henate ClA
investigators, is significant because it
may have grown ont of a CIA-Mafix
connection in which Maheu ailegedly
plaved a role. : o
Sources have told The Times that |
Chicago mobster Sam Giancand |
worked with the CIA in the early’|
1902 on plans to assassinate Cuban
Premicr Fidel Castro. Johnny Rezszel-
li. an associate of Giancana. said in |
court four vears ago that he fizured
in those nczassination plans himself
and that he worked with Maheu, But
Rosselli has refused further comment. §

l

‘According to a story in Time magi- 7

ine last. month, Rowan was friendly .

in 1960 with singer Phyllis McGuire,
who was deseribed as Glancana's girl-
fricnd. As a~favor to Giancana. the’
maguzine said, the CIA sought to pro-.
vide him with information on Row-
an's imvolverment with Miss MeGuwe

and bugueed Rowan's hotel room in
. I

the process,

v cdoeky man of 44 Tallette wae .

Fermeerby croploy ed B Mo diee:
e fire Calied Investigators, e Th
OcTuber, 1960, lys ss Edward L.
DuBois Jr., "told e 1 had a sarvend

Ctanee owork in NevadiShe relates,

“He wirs i pood Triend of Mahen':
and both were former FBl agents!
Balletti said. "We had donc occasional

ground of individuals or companics-— -
and Ext said this was another job Ma-

*But DuBois didn't tell me who the
surveillance was on, He #aid 1 should
call in for details once I got to Las
Vegas."

When he phoned in, Balletti zaid he
was instructed to put Rowan under
surveillance at the Riviera Hotel and
to watch for the appearance of Phyl-
lis McGuire. He also was put in touch
with "Harris" who Balletti said had

an’s room. 4 ‘
*larris was the wire man. and [

"was to handle the physical surveil-

lance of Rowan’ Balletti said. "We -
were supposed to work together.”

He said Harris was tight-lipped and .
1old him only that he wis from los ¢
Angeles The wire man ueser sunl for |
whiin he was workimg, Badiethrelat- |
ol . !
vt edLronub the readt o s e
verllanee, Batletty sad et he fol-
low e Howan for a week-and-a-half
—<on the polf conrse,al his club, ev-
erywhere” =il never spotted Misa
et i, e raed he ditated rerudar

said he would have to leave Las Ve-

‘yoom, arrested Balletti and confiscat-

300510145-6

VWair.

reports to his Miami office. :
Toward the end of October, Harris

gas for two days, but left his electro-
nic gear in the hotel room. Balletti
said. The room was -directly above
Rowan’s, . .

On the night of Oct. 31, 1960, Clark:
County deputy *sheriffs raided the

ed all the equipment. He was charged
with invasion of privacy by use of a
listening device and with operating
as a detective in Nevada without &
state license.

Balletti said the raid resulted from
a case of mistaken identity—that thg
officers had been searching for "Beey
Bottle® Harris, a local burglar wh
tad pulled a job the day before. Astg
Fred Harris, Balletti said he neve
saw him again, and no such perso
was charged in the Rowan bugging.

Once in custody, Balletti said h

! telephoned his boss, DuBois, and thak

Maheu arranged a bondsman for him.
He was released from jail the next
day, Charges against Balletti fater
were dropped at Rowin's request.
Adding to the mystery is the et
that -the Cark County xheriffs de- -

i, partment hids no record of any arrest

in the Rowan case. Rowan, however,
said he clearly yemembess the in-
cldent and confronted the nine s

 jdentified as Balletti after his arrest.

"He claimed to be a private investi-
gator out of Miami, Rowan said. "He
was the coolest thing you ever saw.
He didn't seem the least bit con-
cerned. And I found out he was
sprung (released from jait) quickly?

" Edward L. Du Bois LI, who suc-
ceeded his late father as head of In-
vestigators, Inc, agreed with Balletti
that the Rowan surveillance was in-
stituted at Maheu's request. Both Du-
Bois and Balletti said that they had
never knowingly worked for the CIA.

DuBois told a reporter he would
look up his own file on the case. But
a few days later he said he had dis-
covered that his file was missing.

Mahey, while declining comment,
testified in a civil suit last year {hat
he had done "scnsitive” work for the
CIA in 1960 and 1961 in the Miami
area. At that time he headed his own

consultant firm, called Mahcu & As-
sociates. T
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